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run out in front of traffic, or a part of the Gen Con
day when something happened Symposium, which sponsored
that is only talked about in more than 90 hours of seminars
front of high -priced therapis ts. and workshops.

In my case it was the day my
dad bought sod.

Scribes for Game-
Related Writing

Matt Forbeck and Nathan
Long captured top honors for
their game -related novels in the
original and adapted categories.
The wins were announced at
Gen Con in Indianapolis, IN
during August.

Don Bingle and his dog. Long won the original
category with Warhammer:

Elfslayer . Forbeck won the

Bingle Claims First adapted category with The . '
Mutant Chronicles. Tie-In Writers Get

Seriously Funny

John Helfers at a reading
during the Gen Con Game Fair

IAMTW member Donald J.

Bingle won the California

Literary Arts Society Memaoir
Contest this summer with his
story oPatyheér s n
Illinois, was invited to the

Ventura Book Festival for the

IAMTW Grand Master
Keith R.A. DeCandido
Roasted for Charity

awards ceremony. The ey e ke I geeyd i
beginning of his winning entry you canot  Rcichi ALy t~
s about a person,,lto

You never know what day nOt.h.' ng at i
your kids are going to remember ~ Forbeck and Long shown This Is true everywhere
most about growing up. together at the San Diego except a}t a comedy' roast for

You hope that it is a good Comic -Con. (zzgggty f amdI o? Frlany_, Ju'ly 10,

, a panel of media tie -in
S:)r/f’o?n?:g VV\\/’Q”e gsygl:);]i\:; IAMTW member John authors roasted one of their own
Your greatest fear is that it will HeI_fers DIESEIEE i SEnes to raise $1,041 for the American
during a cer emony at the Red Cross.

be a bad day, a day when you

lost your temper or let the dog convention. Helfers and several

other IAMTW members were
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Bestselling author David Mack served as the event’s producer
and was also 1ts first roaster. Photo by Donna Davis

Appropriately enough, the

referring to an annual fan
convention that regularly
showcases a very large number

of Star Trek novelists and short -

-run

entire idea started as a joke. In
July of 2008, IAMTW members
David Mack and Dayton Ward
were walkin g the show floor at
Comic-Con International in San
Diego when Ward, surveying a
table of toys imported from
Japan, found a faux -gold-plated
figurine of Comic Book Guy

e
-

Award-winning author Robert Greenberger
served as the roastmaster for the event.
Photo by Karen Mitchell Carothers

fiction authors. oT
like a perfect fit for them.
Besi des, wedd proba
spent the weekend mocking
Keith anyway, and this way we
could raise money for charity at
the same time. O
Taking the reins as the
eventds producer, M
th recruited a number of Star Trek
& literary luminaries to
— participate in the event. Robert
Greenberger was tapped to
serve as the event?o
roastmaster, and the panel
included authors Kirsten Beyer,
Michael Jan Friedman, Glenn
from The Simpsons. Holdingup ~ Hauman, and editor Marco
the figure to Mack, Ward asked, Palmieri, as well as Mack,
OThis is greahel bPNad, apgipigmore.iThe biggest
would | do with isaregthegaiss however, was
replied, 0Gi ve it e S = Lo A |
DeCandido] as an award:
OWor sti.n ™Wrd ter . ‘
Pulling out his wallet to pay the
toy merchant, Ward replied,
0Sol d! o
Later that evening, the pair
was in a hotel bar, ending the
day by sharing a few drinks
with their editor
writing partner, Kevin Dilmore.
When the question was raised of
where and when to present w /
DeCandido with his dubious N .
award . It was Dilmore who . S
made what turned out to be a . .
fatef ul utterance:a&‘:é‘]%‘wsgee’Isﬁglf%l,%:‘%‘]?eca%dlflo
Keith R.A. DecCandi badthepsivilegeofsittngona replica
Like so many gags concocted  Star Trek captain’s chair. Photo by Donna Davis
over drinks in a hotel bar, this
one might have faded away and  the man who agreed to a dvise
been forgotten by the next the rest of the panel on how to
morning A but Mack realized it put on a proper roast:
was too good an idea to bestselling author and comic -
abandon. 01 6d be &eoksupeestarPeter f. Havid.o ¢
a fun event to participate in at oWedd have been | o
Shore Leave, 6 Madtedi-d, Mack said.



get-go, he pointed out where we
were going wrong, or had made
incorrect assum ptions. As the
only one of us who had ever
been part of a real roast before,
Peter was absolutely essential
to making this
With the panel assembled,
Mack next secured the support
of the convention, whose
organizers were excited by the
prospect of a new, high -energy

event to serve as the kickoff for
their weekend.
everything we needed to
succeed, 6 Mack
us make this an adults -only

gay
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event, so we could really cut

loose with our comments, and

they supported my de sire to

have bar service inside the

eventil because the more the

audience drank, the funnier we

would be. Well, that was my

t heory, anyway. 6
By the end of August 2008,

Why not someone who would be
a bigger draw? Then | asked the
most important question of all:
all that remained was to secure Will | be able to rebut? Dave

the participation of one last sai d,
person: the guest of honor, | wa slin truth,.thé charity

Keith R.A. Dwa€ a n daspdcoof thetevent was the true
absolutely gobsmacked when deciding factor in convincing
Dave first appr oaeCaedio tonsffedan hour of

DeCandi do sai d, oensmliabukeyby his colleagues.

OThat it was for charity meant

because | figured i why me?

the roasters worked off and on
polishing their scripts, and

Looking professorial, Michael Jan Friedman
takes his turn at the roaster’s lectern,

6Absol ut el yp,rd nat

Marco Palmieri, a former editor of Keith DeCandido,
shares the horrors he has seen. Photo by Donna Davis

Mack handled the sh
behind-the-s cenes det ail s
designed the sighage, the online
advertising materials, and the

awlsi, dh Macaikn ts a
when | wasnod6t doing
planning the preshow music

playlist and the walk -on intro

music for each roaster, and

producing and editing two

animated video segments fi one

|l 6d be involvedoérnm meaetrtveer ahathe s ho
he said, o0and | & nlipsamangptheadsa $pecial t o
Dave, the other roasters, and all tribute to Keithos
the attendees who raised so commissioned the creation of a
much for the Red Kéithloak saliké puppet by Peter

In the months that followed, Davidds wi f e, Kat hl

David, a professional
puppeteer. o

The faux-gold-
plated figurine
that started it al,

Photo by Donna Davis




pulled together all

the elements and
turned my e -mails

full of crazy ideas

into a fun, rocking
event. 60 Amo
special touches that
Dowty and
Vengrouskie
contributed was a
fan-made replica of

the classic Star Trek
captainds c

_ ., DeCandido to sit
The final roaster of the evening was Peter A. David, deu ?ni | no go Sltmh e

who showed his colleagues what it really means to \vent to great | engths
verbally flay a friend to within an inch of his life. to hide that chair
Photo by Karen Mitchell Carothers during the tech
rehearsal on the day of the
Mack w orked with the show, so it would be a surprise
convent i o4prodsctiane d ifaa Keith when he took the
agency, Conventional Magic, to stage, 6 Mack
pl an the event . &iffae whepowesnveiled it
Conventional Magic were made it worth
great, 6 Mack sai d.OtheiZzkhkentsdthevt vy ,
the director, and John production that impressed Mack
Vengrouskie, the sound director, were the stage and the camera

In keeping with the traditions of the roast,
guest of honor Keith R.A. DeCandido
gets the last word. Photo by Lorraine Anderson

raot at setn. d aon\éee .

s a i da turnbaivdy enoré tloan &

coverage. OWhen | s
t his, I didnot
than a bunch of us
knuckleheads sitting on cheap
hotel chairs, insulting Keith in

a gmalt room for an audience of
twenty or thirty of his closest
frenemi es, 6 he sai d.
we had the second ballroom, a

two-level stage, and six cameras
covering the event, including
oneonarovingjib-ar m. 6

h arherbiggest surprise,

according to Mack, was the

oOMost o
we would draw maybe a

hundred peopl e, 6 he s
room had been set up to seat
roughly 200 people. We packed
that room until it was standing -
room only, and |
on
hundred people who wanted to

ai

om

t hetdfefnar. t6. 6

With help from volunteers,
cash donations and p ledges to
donate blood were solicited from
the audience for the American
Red Cross. Each on-stage
participant in the roast
contributed $50 to the ARC as
an example to the fans, whose
own donations more than
doubled the amount raised by
the event.

0 T h e nteasenore
successful than we had dared to
hope, 6 Mack sai d.
smil e, he added,
want to raise even more next
ti me. 6

And there will be a next
time, according to Mack. Next
year s event i s
planned, and its guest of hono r
will be Michael Jan Friedman.
o0l candt reveal vy
in store for Mi k e
oObut | can tell vy
|l ooking to top th
big time. 6

Look out, Mr. Friedman.
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